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Safety Action Plan 

MEMORANDUM  

Date August 15, 2025 

To Matt Figgs, Town of Gypsum 

From Y2K Engineering 

Subject Crash Analysis Memorandum 

Introduction 

The Town of Gypsum is in the process of developing a transportation Safety Action Plan (SAP), 

which will help to refine the Town's strategic approach to enhancing roadway safety. This project 

involves a review of current safety trends, existing programs and processes, and public/stakeholder 

involvement to identify strategies and establish an action plan to improve transportation safety in 

Gypsum. This memorandum is intended to provide an overview of historic crash trends within the 

Town of Gypsum over the study period. Crash data within the Town of Gypsum was obtained from 

January 1, 2015, to December 31, 2024.  

Methodology 

Crash reports are filed by reporting officers from local jurisdictions or state patrol for specific 

crashes. In Gypsum, the reporting jurisdictions are the Eagle County Sheriff ’s Department and 

Colorado State Patrol. These crash reports are reported to the Colorado Department of Revenue, 

where they are synthesized and prepared as a tabular dataset available to the public. The data 

used in this analysis was obtained by the Town of Gypsum SAP project team for use in this study 

directly from CDOT and the Department of Revenue. Reportable crashes included in this database 

represent crashes with injuries or fatalities, uninsured drivers, more than 1,000 dollars in damages 

as a result of the crash, alcohol or drugs involved, or by driver request. 

 

Once obtained from CDOT, the crash data underwent a geocoding process to verify and assign 

coordinate data to each crash. This process involved using intersection and roadway data from 

crashes that were either reported as occurring in Gypsum or were reported in Eagle or Garfield 
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counties without an assigned reported municipality. While no part of the Town of Gypsum lies 

within Garfield County boundaries, crashes reported as occurring in nearby Garfield County 

without a known jurisdiction were included in the initial dataset to ensure that all crashes within 

Gypsum would be caught in the data net. Crashes on Interstate 70 (I-70) were excluded from the 

dataset. As some crashes occurred on Highway 6 and other roadways that act as boundaries 

between towns, some crashes were outside the geofence but on the roadways that lie within 

Gypsum jurisdiction. These crashes were manually added to the dataset. 

 

For crashes without a reported municipality, location data such as intersection names, mileposts, 

or roadway descriptions, were used to assign coordinates where available. The final dataset was 

determined by using a GIS boundary to filter out any crashes that occurred outside of the project 

area. Where location data could not be used because of crashes with misspelled location names 

(Colley Mesa and Cooley Meda, for example, instead of Cooley Mesa) were identified and added 

to the dataset manually. GPS coordinates were added manually to all of the locations without GPS 

coordinates through Google Earth. 

 

Power BI software was used to compile all crashes and clean the data that was provided. Data 

clean up included a variety of steps. An example of a cleanup step is the combination of crash 

types because of differences in spelling or capitalization. For example, crashes reported as 

overturning, rollover, and ROLLOVER were reported as three different crash types, which were 

combined as ‘Overturning/Rollover’. Following data cleaning, the analysis outlined below was 

conducted. 

Helpful Definitions 

Throughout this memorandum, a few specific terms will be used. They are defined below. 

SBI - Serious Bodily Injury Crashes - Serious bodily injury (SBI) crashes are crashes that result in 

one or more serious bodily injuries, which is defined as broken extremities, severe lacerations, 

paralysis, etc. 

KABCO Scale  – A system used by law enforcement and transportation agencies to classify the 

severity of injuries resulting from traffic crashes. It includes five levels: K for fatal injuries, A for serious 

(incapacitating) injuries, B for moderate (non-incapacitating) injuries, C for possible injuries (minor 

or suspected), and O for property damage only/no apparent injury. 
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KSI - Killed and Serious Injury Crashes  – Killed and serious injury (KSI) crashes are crashes that 

result in one or more fatalities or serious bodily injuries (SBI). SBI crashes are defined above. Fatal 

crashes are defined when one or more people die within 30 days of the crash as a result of the 

injuries sustained in the collision. These collisions correspond to “K” and “A” injuries in the KABCO 

scale. 

Crash Type  – Crash types are defined by the State of Colorado Crash Reporting Manual.  

Overall Crash Trends 

Since 2015, there have been 693 recorded crashes within the Town of Gypsum, an average of 69 

crashes per year. The number of crashes has varied each year, with crashes peaking in recent years. 

Since 2022, the number of annual crashes has been above average with 102 reported crashes in 

2022, 95 reported crashes in 2023, and 106 reported crashes in 2024. From 2019 to 2023, the 

population of Gypsum grew by an annual average of 4.7%. In that same time period, the number of 

annual crashes grew annually by approximately 18.8% on average. This trend indicates that the rise 

in crashes is outpacing population growth in the area.  

Over the 10-year period, there was one (1) fatal crash and nine (9) SBI crashes. The fatal crash 

occurred in 2022. The average annual number of SBI crashes was also less than 1 per year for the 

study period, with 2017, 2018, and 2019 not reporting any SBI crashes, and a high of two SBI 

crashes in 2016 and 2023. The two KSI crashes in 2016 represented 3.1% of all crashes that 

occurred that year, the highest percentage of any year. Figure 1 shows the number of crashes by 

injury severity for each year in the analysis period. Figure 2 shows the number of fatal and serious 

injury crashes from 2015 to 2024. 
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Figure 1: Crashes per Year, Town of Gypsum, 2015-2024 
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Figure 2: KSI Crashes per Year, Town of Gypsum, 2015-2024 
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Where 

The intersection of Highway 6 and Cooley Mesa Road experienced the highest number of crashes, 

with 43. No intersection experienced more than one KSI crash. The fatal crash occurred at a 

midblock location on Jules Avenue south of Highway 6. The intersections with the highest frequency 

of crashes are shown in Figure 3 . 

 

Figure 3: Highest Crash Intersections 

Of the 693 crashes recorded in the study area between 2015 and 2024, 249 (35.9%) occurred on 

Highway 6, and 8 of the top 10 intersections with the highest crash frequency are on Highway 6. 

Four KSI crashes occurred on the highway, representing 40% of all KSI crashes. Highway 6 was the 

only roadway in Gypsum that recorded more than one KSI crash.  
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Figure 4: Gypsum Crash Heat Map 

Figure 4  shows a heatmap of all crashes in Gypsum from 2015 to 2024. As discussed above, many 

of the hotspots are along Highway 6, specifically at the intersections of Highway 6 at Valley Road 

and Cooley Mesa Road. There are also smaller hotspots along Cooley Mesa Road and Valley Road. 

Figure 5 shows the locations of each of the SBI and fatal crashes from 2015 to 2024. 
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Figure 5: Gypsum KSI Crash Locations 

Why 

This section explores the types of crashes that occurred in the project area from 2015 to 2024 along 

with the related factors.  
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Crash Type 

 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Total % 
Rear End 13 15 13 12 9 15 7 24 19 20 147 21.2% 
Animal 21 7 14 3 7 6 6 24 20 17 125 18.0% 
Fixed Object 11 13 6 9 5 13 3 15 14 21 110 15.9% 
Broadside 11 9 9 4 12 7 10 14 16 11 103 14.9% 
Non-Fixed Object 2 7 6 3 1 6 1 13 12 12 63 9.1% 
Sideswipe 3 2 3 2 5 3 3 5 5 9 40 5.8% 
Approach Turn 3 5 1 1 4 1 4 2 2 4 27 3.9% 
Overturning/ Rollover 4 2 3 2 2 4 2 2 4 3 28 4.0% 
Curb/ Embankment 2 0 2 5 2 5 1 2 3 5 27 3.9% 
Other 2 1 1 4 2 0 1 1 0 1 13 1.9% 
Pedestrian 1 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 7 1.0% 
Bike 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 3 0.4% 
Total 73 64 58 45 49 63 38 102 95 106 693   

 shows the distribution of crashes in the Town of Gypsum by crash type from 2015 to 2024. The most 

frequently reported crash types were rear-end crashes (21.2% of all reported crashes) followed by 

crashes with wild animals (18.0% of all crashes), fixed object crashes (15.9% of all crashes), and 

broadside crashes (14.9% of all crashes). Together, these four crash types make up over two-thirds 

of all crashes. Pedestrian and bicyclist crashes made up 1.4% of all crashes.  
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Table 1: Number of Crashes by Crash Type and Year 

  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Total % 
Rear End 13 15 13 12 9 15 7 24 19 20 147 21.2% 
Animal 21 7 14 3 7 6 6 24 20 17 125 18.0% 
Fixed Object 11 13 6 9 5 13 3 15 14 21 110 15.9% 
Broadside 11 9 9 4 12 7 10 14 16 11 103 14.9% 
Non-Fixed Object 2 7 6 3 1 6 1 13 12 12 63 9.1% 
Sideswipe 3 2 3 2 5 3 3 5 5 9 40 5.8% 
Approach Turn 3 5 1 1 4 1 4 2 2 4 27 3.9% 
Overturning/ Rollover 4 2 3 2 2 4 2 2 4 3 28 4.0% 
Curb/ Embankment 2 0 2 5 2 5 1 2 3 5 27 3.9% 
Other 2 1 1 4 2 0 1 1 0 1 13 1.9% 
Pedestrian 1 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 7 1.0% 
Bike 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 3 0.4% 
Total 73 64 58 45 49 63 38 102 95 106 693   

 

Figure 6  compares crash types by their resulting severity. Identifying crash types that are 

overrepresented in KSI crashes can help prioritize safety countermeasures based on the crashes 

most likely to result in a higher severe outcome, rather than frequency. Overturning, pedestrian, 

bicycle, and broadside crashes represent a larger share of KSI crashes than non-KSI crashes. While 

the overall number of KSI crashes is relatively small, the differences in proportions offer valuable 

insights. For example, pedestrian crashes account for one percent of all reported crashes in Gypsum 

but comprise 20 percent of KSI crashes, highlighting the heightened severity associated with these 

incidents. 
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Figure 6: Crashes by Crash Type and Severity 

Table 2 summarizes the annual number of pedestrian and bicyclist crashes, along with associated 

injury severity. Over the 10-year analysis period, pedestrian and bicyclist crashes averaged one per 

year. Despite their low frequency, these crashes accounted for three of the ten KSI crashes, 

representing 30 percent of all KSI crashes. 
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Fatal (K) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Table 3 summarizes the 10 KSI crashes in the Town, emphasizing key contributing factors and 

outcomes. A notable number of incidents involved drivers losing control of their vehicles. All KSI 

crashes involving pedestrians or bicyclists involved individuals under the age of 20. The most 

common crash types were overturning and broadside collisions. Although not included in the 10-

10%

20%

30%

30%

10%

1.8%

5.9%

21.5%

0.7%

3.7%

9.2%

16.1%

4.0%

14.6%

0.3%

4.0%

18.3%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Other

Sideswipe

Rear End

Pedestrian

Overturning/Rollover

Non-Fixed Object

Fixed Object

Curb/Embankment

Broadside

Bike

Approach Turn

Animal

Non KSI (N=683) KSI (N=10)



Town of Gypsum Safety Action Plan 

Crash Safety Review 

August 2025 

 
 

Town of Gypsum 

Crash Safety Review  

12 | Page 

year dataset, a fatal crash involving a young pedestrian occurred in late 2014, just prior to the study 

period. Details of this crash are included in the table. 

Table 3: KSI Crash Details 

Date Injury Time Location 
Most Harmful 

Event 
Description 

10/7/2014 Fatal 6:17 PM 
Apache Dr N of 

Aztec Ct 
Pedestrian 

A three-year-old pedestrian 
was struck and killed by a 

backing SUV in a residential 
neighborhood. 

10/7/2015 SBI 6:17 PM 
Highway 6 & Valley 

Rd 
Pedestrian 

A seven-year old pedestrian 
was struck and seriously 
injured by a pickup truck 

headed northbound on Valley 
Road. 

1/19/2016 SBI 1:06 AM 
Highway 6 & 
Bertroch Ln 

Pedestrian 

A 19-year old pedestrian was 
struck and seriously injured 
while crossing Bertroch Ln 

headed southbound. 
According to crash records, 
the pedestrian was crossing 
against the signal at the time 

of the collision. 

5/18/2016 SBI 5:13 PM 
Highway 6 & 

Earhart Dr 
Broadside 

A northbound driver was 
making a left turn and was 

struck by a westbound driver. 
The northbound driver did not 

yield right of way to the 
westbound driver. 

9/9/2020 SBI 7:50 PM 
Highway 6 & Valley 

Rd 
Bicycle 

A pickup-truck driver was a 
making a southbound right 

turn and struck a seven-year 
old eastbound bicyclist 

crossing the crosswalk. The 
child was seriously injured. 

12/6/2021 SBI 8:14 AM 
Highway 6 & Jules 

Dr 
Broadside 

A northbound driver was 
making a left turn and was 

struck by an eastbound 
driver. The northbound driver 

did not yield right of way to 
the eastbound driver. 

3/1/2022 SBI 4:44 PM 
Highway 6 @ MM 

145.5 
Broadside 

An eastbound driver crossed 
over the centerline and was 

struck by a westbound driver.  
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9/10/2022 Fatal 1:41 PM 
Jules Ave & Sunny 

Ave 
Overturning 

A southbound motorcyclist 
lost control of the 

motorcycle, overturned, and 
was struck by a northbound 

vehicle. The motorcyclist was 
killed. 

4/28/2023 SBI 3:34 PM 
I-70 Frontage Road 

@ MM 138 
Overturning 

A westbound driver lost 
control of their vehicle and 

overturned, going off the left 
side of the roadway. 

7/16/2023 SBI 6:37 PM 
Spring Buck Rd & 

Airpark Dr 
Other 

A driver making an 
eastbound right turn struck 

failed to yield right of way to a 
person riding a motorized 

bike. 

5/13/2024 SBI 8:30 AM 
Gypsum Creek Rd & 
Brightwater Club Rd 

Overturning 

A motorcyclist travelling 
southbound on Gypsum 
Creek Road left the road, 

struck a delineator post or 
mile marker and overturned, 

resulting in serious injury. 
 

Driver Behavior 

Figure 7   illustrates the percentage of crashes involving driver behavior factors, such as impairment 

and failure to use seatbelts or other safety gear. While these factors are not always consistently 

reported, the data helps identify potential trends. The single fatal crash during the study period 

involved a motorcyclist who was not wearing a helmet and was suspected of being impaired. 

Crashes involving serious injuries were less likely to involve impaired driving compared to fatal 

crashes. Among serious injury crashes, 11% involved a driver who was impaired. This percentage 

increases slightly to 16% for crashes resulting in evident injuries, then decreases to 8% for possible 

injuries and 5% for crashes with no injuries. This implies that crashes involving roadway users that 

are impaired by alcohol or drugs often result in more serious outcomes in Gypsum. 

Seatbelt and helmet use also show a clear relationship to crash severity. While the single fatal crash 

involved someone not wearing safety equipment, 44% of serious injury crashes involved someone 

not wearing appropriate safety equipment (either seatbelts or helmets). This percentage drops 

further to 9% for non-serious injuries, then remains low for crashes with possible or no injuries (12% 

and 10% of crashes, respectively). 
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Speeding was not cited as a factor in the fatal crash, and was cited in 11% of serious injury crashes, 

16% of evident injury crashes, 20% of possible injury crashes, and 18% of non-injury crashes. 

Impairment crashes occurred most frequently from 6:00 PM to 1:00 AM during the night and early 

morning, with the peaks occurring from 6:00 to 7:00 PM and 9:00 to 10:00 PM. 

 

Figure 7: Percent of Human Factors in Crashes by Severity 
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nearby ski towns. Additionally, wild animal crashes were notably higher in winter, accounting for 

20.4% of all winter crashes, as compared to 12.9% of summer crashes. 

 

 
Figure 8: Number of Crashes by Month in the Town of Gypsum 

The frequency of serious injury and fatal crashes by month is shown in Figure 9 . The greatest 

frequency of KSI crashes happened in May and September, both with two crashes, including a fatal 

crash in September. February, June, August, and November have no recorded KSI crashes in the 10-

year study period. Based on data from this study period, there is no correlation between KSI crashes 

and the month of the year. 
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Figure 9: Number of Serious Injury and Fatal Crashes by Month 

The distribution of crashes by day of the week is shown in Figure 10 . Overall, crashes occurred most 

frequently on Thursdays, while the fewest crashes happened on Saturdays. KSI crashes occurred 

most frequently on Wednesdays. No KSI crashes were reported on Thursdays. An average of 107 

crashes occurred on weekdays (Monday through Thursday), while the weekend average was 91 

crashes. Weekdays averaged 1.5 KSI crashes, while weekends averaged 1.3 KSI crashes. This 

suggests that while crashes occur more often on weekdays, serious crashes have no significant 

correlation to day of the week. 
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Figure 10: Number of Crashes by Day of the Week 

The hour where the most crashes occurred, or “peak hour”, was 6:00 to 7:00 PM in the evening. 

The midday peak hour was 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM, and the AM peak hour was 8:00 to 9:00 AM. 
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Figure 11: Crashes by Time of Day 

Figure 12 shows that the majority of crashes (57%) occurred during daylight, with 41.6% of crashes 

occurring during dawn, dusk, or dark conditions. Most crashes that occurred in the dark happened 

in unlit conditions, with 21.1% in unlit areas and only 12.7% in areas that were dark but lit. 

 

Figure 12: Reported Lighting Conditions during Crashes 
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Who 

For this analysis, the user types are separated into three categories depending on who was involved 

in the crash: driver, motorcyclist, and pedestrian/bicyclist. Figure 13  shows the distribution of user 

types by injury severity for crashes in Gypsum within the study period. For crashes only involving 

drivers (678), the injury and fatal percentage is the lowest among all user types. Motorcyclists see 

the highest injury and highest fatal percentage of any user, but the lowest amount of total crashes 

(5). Crashes involving pedestrians and bicyclists (10) also had higher injury and fatal crash 

percentages than vehicles, with 7 of 10 crashes resulting in an injury or fatality. In this graph, the 

term "injuries" encompasses serious injuries, evident injuries, and possible injuries. 

 

Figure 13: Number of Crashes by User Type and Injury Severity 

Figure 14  shows the number of crashes by the age and gender of the drivers involved. Drivers 

between the ages of 15 and 24 appear more often as Unit 1, typically meaning they were more 
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highest count at 78 (11.3% of all crashes), followed by males aged 20 to 24 with 58 (8.4% of all 
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Drivers over 65 were involved far less often in this role. Unit 2 drivers, which are secondary 

roadway users present in the crash but may or may not have contributed to causing the crash, are 

more evenly spread across age groups. 

   

Figure 14: Crashes by User Age 
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Regional Road Safety Context 

To provide context for Gypsum’s crash statistics, this report includes a comparison with two other 

Colorado Western Slope towns located along the I-70 corridor: Eagle and Rifle. These municipalities 

were selected due to their geographic proximity, similar population sizes, and comparable roadway 

contexts. 

All three towns serve as regional hubs with a mix of residential neighborhoods, local businesses, 

and through traffic. Like Gypsum, both Eagle and Rifle experience seasonal traffic fluctuations due 

to tourism and regional travel, and have roadway networks that include state highways, local streets, 

and rural access roads. These similarities make Eagle and Rifle useful benchmarks for evaluating 

crash patterns and identifying potential safety strategies applicable to Gypsum’s unique 

transportation environment. 

In 2022, Gypsum had an estimated population of 8,937. During the same year, Rifle had an estimated 

population of 10,546 (approximately 16.5% higher than Gypsum) and Eagle had an estimated 

population of 7,430 (approximately 18.4% lower than Gypsum). 

Total Crashes 

Between 2018 and 2022, the Town of Rifle reported 638 crashes that occurred outside of the I-70 

corridor, including 12 serious injury crashes and two fatal crashes. During the same period, the Town 

of Gypsum reported 297 crashes, with three serious injury crashes and one fatal crash. Although 

Rifle’s population is approximately 16.5% higher than Gypsum’s, it experienced 91.7% more reported 

crashes. Rifle also had four times as many serious injury crashes and twice as many fatal crashes 

as Gypsum over the same five-year period. Over the 10 years of Gypsum data evaluated, there were 

693 total crashes reported in Gypsum, making the average number of crashes per year 69 in 

Gypsum, while in Rifle, the average is twice as high at 128 crashes per year. 
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The Town of Eagle’s report identifies the 10 intersections with the highest number of reported 

crashes, which together accounted for 349 crashes between 2013 and 2023. In comparison, the 10 

intersections with the most reported crashes in Gypsum experienced a total of 210 crashes during 

the ten-year study period. Although Eagle’s population is lower than Gypsum’s by approximately 

18.4%, it experienced nearly 66.2% more crashes at its top 10 intersections. No fatalities were 

reported in Eagle from 2013 and 2023, and the report does not report the number of serious injury 

crashes. 

These comparisons suggest that Gypsum experiences a significantly lower overall crash burden 

than other similarly situated mountain towns along the I-70 corridor, even after accounting for 

population differences. However, this analysis does not account for variations in overall traffic 

volumes or the extent of regional pass-through traffic, factors that can substantially influence crash 

exposure. Both Rifle and Eagle had notably higher crash totals, which may reflect higher traffic 

demand, more complex roadway networks, or land use patterns that elevate crash risk. 

Fatal and Serious Injury Crash Share 

Between 2018 and 2022, the Town of Rifle reported two fatal crashes, representing 0.31% of its 638 

total reported crashes during that five-year period. In comparison, the Town of Gypsum reported one 

fatal crash, accounting for 0.34% of its 297 total crashes. While the absolute number of fatal crashes 

is low in both communities, the relative percentages are similar. This suggests that, despite the lower 

crash frequency, Gypsum remains vulnerable to the most severe crash outcomes, with a comparable 

share of high-severity incidents. 

During the same period, Rifle experienced 12 serious injury crashes, which made up 1.88% of its total 

crash count. Gypsum reported three serious injury crashes, accounting for 1.01% of all reported 

crashes. Collectively, this means that 1.35% of crashes in Gypsum and 2.19% of crashes in Rifle 

resulted in a fatality or serious injury, both of which are below the Colorado statewide average of 

2.8%. Figure 15  shows the distribution of reported crashes in each municipality by their severity.  
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Figure 15: Distribution of Crashes by Severity in Gypsum, Rifle, and the State of Colorado 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Crash Share 

Between 2013 and 2023, the Town of Eagle reported three crashes involving bicyclists, though the 

severity of these crashes was not documented. One pedestrian crash was also reported during 

this period, which did not result in any injuries. This equates to fewer than one non-motorized 

crash per year on average. 

Between 2018 and 2022, the Town of Rifle reported five pedestrian crashes and four bicycle 

crashes. Of these, one pedestrian crash resulted in a fatality and another caused a serious injury. 

This represents a higher volume and greater severity of non-motorized crashes compared to 

Eagle, reflecting increased safety concerns for people walking and biking. Pedestrian and bicycle 

crashes accounted for 1.4% of the total crashes in Rifle, and 14.3% of the reported KSI crashes. On 

average, Rifle experienced nearly two non-motorized crashes per year during this five-year period. 

In comparison, between 2015 and 2024, the Town of Gypsum reported a total of seven pedestrian 

crashes and three bicycle crashes. Two reported pedestrian crashes resulted in serious injury, and 

one of the bicycle crashes resulted in a serious injury. Additionally, one other serious injury crash 

involved a person riding a motorized bike; however, this was classified as “other” rather than a 

bicycle crash and is therefore not included in the bicycle crash totals. Pedestrian and bicycle 

crashes accounted for 1.4% of the total crashes in Gypsum, and 30% of the reported KSI crashes. 

This amounts to an average of one non-motorized crash per year over the 10-year period. 

Compared to the Towns of Eagle and Rifle, Gypsum experienced a moderate number of non-

motorized crashes but a notably higher share of severe outcomes. While Eagle had the fewest 

crashes and no documented injuries, and Rifle had the highest number of non-motorized crashes 

with two resulting in KSI, Gypsum saw fewer total crashes than Rifle but a disproportionately high 
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severity—30% of its reported KSI crashes involved pedestrians or bicyclists. This suggests that 

although non-motorized crashes in Gypsum occur less frequently, they are more likely to result in 

serious injury or death, underscoring the community’s vulnerability to severe outcomes for people 

walking and biking. 

Animal Crash Rates 

Animal crashes accounted for 6.6% of all reported crashes in Rifle, making them the fifth most 

common crash type. In Gypsum, however, animal crashes made up 18% of all reported crashes, 

ranking as the second most common crash type in the town. Although Rifle and Gypsum are 

located less than 50 miles apart, this discrepancy may be explained by differences in surrounding 

land use, roadway characteristics, and proximity to open space or wildlife corridors. Much of 

Gypsum’s roadway network is surrounded by undeveloped areas or habitat-rich terrain, which may 

lead to more frequent interactions between vehicles and wildlife than in other similar 

municipalities.  

Final Considerations 

This report used data provided by the CDOT to conduct a safety analysis of 10 years from 2015 to 

2024 within the boundary in the area surrounding the Town of Gypsum. The following key findings 

are based on a review of crash data from 2015 to 2024: 

Crash Trends 

• Since 2014, there have been 693 recorded crashes within the Town of Gypsum, an average 

of 69 crashes per year.  

• Crashes in Gypsum have increased at a faster rate than population growth, on average 

rising approximately 18.8% annually between 2019-2023 compared to a 4.7% annual 

population increase. 

• Of the 693 crashes, there were nine (9, 1.3%) crashes that resulted in serious injury and 

one (1, 0.14%) fatal crash. 

• November to March saw a higher frequency of crashes, with an average of 76 crashes per 

month compared to 44 crashes per month from April to October.  

Crash Locations 

• 35.9% of all crashes that occurred in the study area occurred on Highway 6. 
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• 54.0% of all crashes occurred on the three main roadways in the study area: Highway 6, 

Valley Road, and Cooley Mesa 

• 50% of KSI crashes occurred on Highway 6, Valley Road, and Cooley Mesa 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Crashes 

• 7 pedestrian and 3 bicyclist crashes occurred in the study area from 2015-2024. 

• 3 out of 10 of these crashes resulted in serious injury. 

• All pedestrian and bicyclist serious injury crashes involved youth under the age of 20 

• Pedestrian and bicyclist crashes made up 1.4% of all crashes, but account for 30% of all 

KSI crashes.  

Crash Types 

• The most frequently reported crash types were rear-end crashes (21.2% of all reported 

crashes) followed by crashes with wild animals (18.0% of all crashes).  

• For KSI crashes, the most common crash types were overturning crashes and broadside 

crashes (30% each) followed by pedestrian crashes (20%). 

Regional Comparison 

• Gypsum experiences a lower overall crash burden compared to similar mountain towns 

along the I-70 corridor (Rifle and Eagle).  

• Pedestrian and bicycle crashes in Gypsum are disproportionately severe despite occurring 

less often than other municipalities, accounting for 30% of KSI crashes. 

• Animal crashes represent a significantly higher share of Gypsum’s total crashes (18.0%) 

compared to Rifle (6.6%). 


